
Good News

On November 4th
California voters passed
Proposition 2 making it illegal as
of 2015 to confine egg laying
hens, mother pigs, and calves used for veal in
any way that would prohibit them from
standing, lying down, or moving their limbs.

Hooray for the Great Apes. Thanks to
PETA’s efforts the Ad Council has pledged
not to use Great Apes in its campaigns.

2008 has been an historic year for ani-
mals in state legislatures as a record-break-
ing 91 laws have been passed to protect ani-
mals. Progress has also been made on the fed-
eral level with the 110th congress passing leg-
islation to ban puppy imports from foreign
puppy mills as well as strengthen federal
laws on fighting.

Kudos to PETA. Thanks to their
efforts, Ross Universiy veterinary school stu-
dents are no longer performing unnecessary
surgeries on terminally ill animals.

Thanks to the Natural Resource
Defense Council’s efforts, Shells Oil’s plan
to drill next to the refuge at Alaska’s
Beauford Sea has been ruled illegal. The polar
bears and bowhead whales are dancing with
joy!

We are celebrating a victory for the
California National Marine Sanctuaries.
After years of effort, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) finally
granted Friends of the Earth’s request to ban
cruise ship and large vessel discharges within
California marine sanctuaries. This will result
in more that 8,700 square miles of California
sanctuary waters that are now protected from
harmful sewage and gray water from cruise
and container ships.*
*H.E.N sent an advocacy  letter on your behalf.

HEN WISH LIST
Macintosh computers that meet the Mac OS X system require-
ments (primarily G4 or later)
Original Apple ADB  mouse
Retrospect backup software for Macintosh (Mac OS 9.2 or X)
Printer with tractor feed for labels with USB, Parallel or network
interface
Uninterruptible Power Supplies (UPS)
RAID disk array
Monitors (17" or larger, LCD)
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HEN’s 2008 High School Essay Contest attracted almost four thousand
essays from students aged 13-18 - essays that came from every state and
every continent. In past years we received around 100 essay entrants, but
this year we went online and technology took us around the globe. We received essays on
dozens of subjects ranging from the truth about commercial dog food and the continuing
abuse of animals in circuses and zoos to the dangers of goldfish bowls. In addition to a
record number of essays, we also received emails from young people thanking us for our
contest and saying they’d been waiting for a competition like ours for years. We know
raising consciousness is HEN’s purpose, but we appreciated this affirmation.

The first prize in our 2008 competition was won by Tracy Mandel from New York, NY,
for her essay about corruption in chimpanzee testing and its implication for all
animal testing. We have enclosed part of both her essay and the Freshman win-
ner - Cynthia Hua, a student at Gunn High School, Palo Alto, CA.

Our special award for personal involvement in an animal issue was won by Zander
Srodes from Florida for his work regarding the plight of turtles. After receiving his prize,
Zander said he would use the money to print more educational books
about the diminishing number of turtles. Zander took these books to
Trinidad this summer to continue his program - truly educational net-
working at its best. Go to
http://www.oceana.org/fileadmin/oceana/uploads/reports/TurtleTalks_en.pdf to see
Zander’s illustrated workbook .

This year we increased our prize money substantially, in part made possible by a contribu-
tion from the Palo Alto Humane Society, so all prizes were substantially higher. We sin-
cerely thank PAHS for their commitment. Because of the number of entrants and the high
quality of the essays, we also increased the number of prizes for honorable mentions.

HEN believes that by educating young people animal abuse and policies will be affected.
This year we would like to offer more prizes to young people so we are asking for dona-
tions for our 2009 contest. Even a $5 or $10 donation online using PayPal via our web site
(www.hennet.org) or by check would significantly help grow our competition. We thank
all of you in advance for supporting HEN in its continuing education of young people. We
believe their contribution to animal issues is immeasurable.

All of the work for the competition is done by volunteers. Thanks to: Jenness Hobart--
Essay Coordinator, Ivor Durham, Colleen Crangle, Shelley Frost, Miguel Rodriquez, Benjii
Davidow, and Ramona Ambrozic.

Goldfish Bowls: Art at What Cost? -- Cynthia Hua
Despite its history and quaint sense of charm, the goldfish bowl 
is a common cause of early death in goldfish; this iconic image of a child-
hood pet thrives with little regard to the thousands of goldfish suffocated
by fish bowls each year. Goldfish bowls are inappropriate homes for gold-
fish as they force the fish to circle in a polluted, low-oxygen environment which stunts
growth, causes organ defects and hampers movement. Popular media paints goldfish as
cheap, commonplace, disposable pets, which frequently leads to lack of proper care, par-
ticularly in the use of the goldfish bowl. 
Goldfish bowls drastically lower a goldfish’s life-expectancy. Myths aroused by inade-
quate care assert a goldfish’s life-span to be 2-3 years, while their lifespan in proper condi-
tions should be 15-25 years. Aquaria experts readily recognize the abhorrence entailed in
employing a goldfish bowl, including robbing goldfish of oxygen, room for growth, and a
clean environment. Regrettably most pet owners are unaware of a fish bowl’s lethal effects
and bowls remain a popular form of animal abuse. The surface area of fish bowls is too
small to allow ample oxygen to diffuse through the water and suffocate the goldfish,

HEN Goes International

Electronic Newsletter:
If you would prefer to read our newsletters
online, just email us at hen@hennet.org to
let us know.

Visit our website: www.hennet.org



Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Permit No. 190
Menlo Park, CA

HUMANEEDUCATIONNETWORK
POBox 7434
Menlo Park, CA94026

HEN Goes International

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

socially-centered manner of thinking.

Humans are nowhere near as intelligent
as chimpanzees in terms of simultane-

ous thinking, much as chimps are not as intel-
ligent as humans in terms of sequential think-
ing. Chimpanzees also have an astounding
ability for language––an ability that reveals
emotion. A young pygmy chimpanzee
named Kanzi was able to acquire language
skills simply by being immersed in informal
language instruction. While many chimp lan-
guage studies revealed imitation rather than
comprehension, “when Kanzi was tested for
his speech comprehension, positive results
were strong and clear”. This is an unmistak-
able indication of a non-human species’
desire to communicate. Even in the wild, ani-
mals use their actions to convey emotion. One
such example of joy was observed in chim-
panzees; a researcher was watching a female
chimpanzee give birth; after the event, her
closest friend screamed and embraced two
other chimps. The friend then tended the
mother and her off-spring for several weeks.

Please read the complete version of these
essays and others on HEN’s website.

Animal Hero --Hugh Ryono GIMPY
the elephant seal pup, my con-
stant companion at work, was a
gentle giant at 150+ pounds -- until the day I
slipped and belly-flopped to the deck at the
Marine Mammal Care Center at Fort
MacArthur, where I was a volunteer. Dazed, I
looked up and saw three aggressive seal pups
moving in. I reached for my protective board.
Then I saw another large mass of seal blubber
rushing toward me. It was Gimpy. She
became my shield. As the yelping pups got
closer, she swiftly forced them away. and
saved me from a certain mauling that day.

which should grow to 6-14 inches in healthy conditions. Another major repercussion of
bowls is the stunting of growth. A basic aquarium rule is that an inch of adult fish
needs one gallon of water for comfortable growth and swimming space. The largest
available bowl holds up to three gallons of water, made for at maximum a three inch
fish, while goldfish, given enough room, often exceed six inches in size. In small
spaces, they excrete a growth-stunting hormone and this leads either to organ compres-
sion or organ underdevelopment.
Because bowls lack filters, they confine the fish to a landfill of wastes and toxins. Filters
are crucial as they prevent toxin buildup and prevent gill, fin and skin diseases. Local
pet stores should be encouraged to cease the sale of goldfish bowls and notify cus-
tomers of their damaging effects.

Working with local governments, individuals can help to ban the sale of goldfish bowls,
as has been done in Rome, Italy. Posters, pamphlets, websites and letters to magazines
and newspapers encouraging them to cover the negative effects of goldfish bowls
would help change this deficiency in awareness.  Also letters to goldfish bowl promot-
ers and TV shows, emphasizing the importance of not presenting the image of a gold-
fish in a bowl, would contribute to dispelling public acceptance.  Pet owners need to
know goldfish bowls are a form of cruel and inhumane treatment that has gone unrec-
ognized for too long.

The Corruption of Chimpanzee Testing --Tracy Mandel
Looking into the eyes of a chimpanzee is like looking into the eyes of
our ancestors––or even our close relatives. Almost  evolutionarily iden-
tical to humans, chimps and other members of the great ape family are
creatures of intelligence, innovation, and emotion. Yet these feeling
beings are subjected to laboratory research on a daily basis in the name of scientific
progress. Testing on chimpanzees is a paradox; laboratories insist that humans and
chimps are physiologically alike enough to justify the testing, yet they overlook our
greatest similarity--our capacity for emotion, pain, and psychological suffering. Despite
the impracticality and waste of chimpanzee experimentation and the existence of rea-
sonable alternatives, these animals suffer excruciating pain and mental torment that
defy the most elemental principles of humane treatment.

One of the most common arguments for animal testing is the lack of intelligence in
animal subjects. While animal rights activists are accused of anthropomorphically
ascribing human characteristics to animals, their pro-testing counterparts hold up ani-
mals to similarly human-centered criteria.  There is no doubt that chimps lack the men-
tal capacity to use American Sign Language (ASL) with full syntax, write Italian son-
nets, or produce supercomputers. However, they do not lack intelligence. Their species
has evolved to more readily use "simultaneous" thinking.  The multitude of nonverbal
signals present in small, intimate chimpanzee groups in the wild necessitates this


